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La vie et I'ceuvre du photographe
d’art brut Tomasz Machcifski procé-
dant d'una double conjonction da
circonstancaes. || a5t nd en 1942, &
Gorki, pries do Varsowie, Son phre a
18 pssassing par les Nazis el sa
meéne déchde alors qu'il ma que 2
ans. Il est ensuite ballotté de foper
an sanatarium & cause de sa tubaer-
culose osseuse. Chutra-Atlantigue,
I'étode montante d'Holhrweod, Joan
Tormpking, succomba on voyant son
visage dans kg catalogue de I'organi-
sation caritatrve Roster Parents Plan
for War Children qui répertorie les
orphelins de guerra pouwr une adop-
tion a distance. Elle adrassa alors au
patit Palonas un mMessags accomps-
o d'un pOrtrait o0 ella Signe: « waith
love to “Tommy™ from “mother”
Joans. Depuis son lit d"hdpital,
Machcirtski prend au piad da la lattre
catte filiation tombde du ciel: Joean
e3t o 5w méne ef i déclare son
amour dternel.

Placé dans une école pour handcapas
- ce qu'il n'était pas vraiment —, il
apprend & fabriquer des chaussuras,
puis [ mécanioue de précison dont il
fistd S0 rrdties Co 1ot Gua durant 1
guerre froide que Machcinskl, pune
adulte, découvre le destin de ses
parents biologiques et la fagon dont il
a été adopté, A la méme époque, en
ramecimant pour la rdparation dune
meniig, un ami i offrg un appanail
phatographique russe. Macheinski
prend cerainement conscience qu'il
tient la le moyen de signifiar &
« mothar Jannia  qua «Tommy « paut,
lui dussi, Bre suns acteur, qui phes
@5t I'sactéurfaulaur s de sa propre
exstence. De 1966 & la fin de sa e,
il réalisa en secret des sassions de
phodographia od «Tommy = andosse
avec une pricision redoutable lous
las pirsonnages b 53 Gsposition, de
tout bge, sexe et genre possible, Prés
de 20000 photographies naissent de
ce face-&-face declaratif et dédicataire
avec la camdéra, dont Machcinski est
serul rratteur @n schne, moddle, cos-
wumegr, maguillaur, photegraphe el
archiviste, Prés de 400 font sinsi 'ob-
jet d'un unigue album, forme inédite
de =« books professionnel et syn-
thésa d'une muvra. <1 made it all
bacause of youn, pre-t-l dans une
dog ires adrassdes & S0 SCINCH
de méng, 15 ne 58 renconirent qua
deux fois: en 1985, & Kalisz ol il vil;
en 1994, 4 Los Angeles ol elle
raside. Lors de ce woyage a linitia-
tive de la cindasta polanaise Alcia
Albracht, qui lui consacre la

documentaire Child from & Calalog,
an voit «Tommy », accompagné de
= Mother Jennia s, signar da san nom
uni Gtoile vide sur Holbywood Walk
of Farme. La bouche o351 bouclde,
La galerie Chrstian Bersi présente
un ensamble phéthonque d'lautohpor
traits de Machcifiski, alignés comme
des pages au mur, emblématiques
da |a profusion d'un travail ol doming
la capacith inouie de aTomaszes &
incarnr o autnes que lui-mdme, of &
=Tommy = o' étre enfin cafceux qu'il
vaul dire au-deld de cat autographa
séminal. En particulier & travers les
chchés des 20 damiéres anndes, au
mamient o la coulsur contraste aac
son comps wellissant qu'il exhibe de
plugs an plus, Il 50 révele lg mame
Acide et gringant da la sociétd consu-
mériste du 20¢ siécle avec une force
et une ironie & mul autre parail, fusion
imprababde entre Cindy Sherman at
Martin Parr

Marc Donnadieu

The life and work of outsider art
phaotographer Tomasz Machcinski
ani the rasult of a double conjunc-
tion of circumsiances. He was born
Im 1842 in Gdrkl, near Warsaw. His
fathar was murdared by the Nazia
and his mother died when he was
just 2 years old. He was then bown-
ced from home o Sanaterium
bacause of his bone tuberculosis.
Across the Atlantic, rising Holly-
waend star Joan Tompkins fall head
ovar heals when she saw his face
in the catalogus of the charity Faster
Parents Plan for War Children, which
lists war arphans for long-distance
adoption. She sant the Polish boy
a message accompanied by a por
trait in which she signed: “with
love to Tommy” from ‘mother
Joan” Froam his hospital bed.
Machciniski tock this heaven-fallen
filiation literally: Joan was “his”
maother and declared his eternal
lews for her,

Placed in a school for the disa-
bled—which he wasn't really—he
learned to make shoes, then pre-
cigion engineering, which he
would make his profession. It was
only during the Cold War that
Machcinski, a5 a young adult, dis-
covered the fate of his biological
parents and how he had been adop-
ted. At the same time, In gratitude
for a watch repair, a friend gives
him a Russian camera. Machcinski
miust have realisad that this was

his way of letting “maother Jannie”
know that “Tommy ™ could also ba
an actor, and an actorfauthor of
his own existence, From 1366 to
tha end of his life, he socratly
carried oul photography sessions
in which “Tommy" took on, with
frightening precision, all the cha-
racters at his disposal, of every
possible age, sex and gender.
Maarly 20,000 photegraphs are the
result of this declarative and dedi-
cated face-to-face encounter with
the camera, in which Macheidski
I tha sole director, moded, costume
designar, make-up artist, photo-
grapher and archivist. Mearly 400
of them are the subject of a single
albyrmn, an unprecedented form of
professional * portfolio® and a syn-
thesis of a body of work. *| made
it all becavse of you.” he swears
in ona of the lettars to his actrass
mather. They only met twice: in
1985, in Kalisz where he lived; in
1994, in Los Angeles where she
lives. During this trip, organised by
Palish filmmaker Alicja Albrecht,
who devoted the documantary Child
fram a Catalog 1o him, we sée
“Tormmy,” accompanied by “Mather
Jennie;” sign his name to an emply
star on tha Holhwwood Walk of Fama,
The story comes full cinche.

Galerie Christian Barst presents a
plethora of Machanski (Self-lpor
traits, lined up like pages on a wall,
emblematic of the profusion of a
body of work dominated by
“Tomasz™'s unheard-of ability to
embady someosne ather than him-
salf, and for “Tornmy ™ to finally ba
who he wants 1o be beyond that
seminal autegraph. Particularly
through shots taken from the last
20 years, when the colour contrasts
with his ageing body—and which
he increasingly shows off. He
reveals himself as a gritty, acidic
mime of 20th-cantury consumerist
society with a strength and ireny
like no other, an unlikely fusion of
Cindy Sherman and Martin Parr.
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