











According to their capsule biographies, “Photo|Brut™'s dress-up self-
portraitists seem particularly wounded by loss. Marcel Bascoulard,
whose mother murdered his father, often appears in the same semi-
crouch, dressed in female peasant clothing and staring down the
camera like a stubborn child. After suffering the deaths of two
children, Lee Godie lived on the street, made self-portraitsin a
public photobooths, and sold them outside the Chicago Art
Institute. Alexander Lobanov, who invariably posed with rifles in his
self-portraits, often flanked by similarly armed cameos of Lenin and
Stalin, was rendered deaf and without speech at age seven. Tomasz
Machinski, Ichiwo Sugino, and Marian Henel were all abandoned
children.

Machiriski captures himself dressed as both male and female
historic figures, including what appears to be a smirking Pope John
Paul II and a snarling Mother Teresa. Largely based on celebrities,
Sugino’s alter-ego selfie portraits, posted to Instagram, yield some
quirky facts: Quentin Tarantino has more “likes” than Keith Haring
but fewer than Freddy Mercury. Hardest to assimilate, Henel's
photographs show him in a white nurse’s shift presenting his butt to
the camera, as well as similarly dressed dolls arranged to suggest an
amorous tussle between two sumo wrestlers.
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